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OR A 


TREATISE; 


Diſcovering the | 


Intrigues and Arbitrary Proceedings 
OF THE 


| Guiney Company, 


| AND ALSO | 
How prejudicial they are to the AMERICAN Planters, 
the Woollen, and other Eze/iſþ Manufa&ures : To the 
viſible Decay of TR A D E, and conſequently greatly 
Impairing the ROYAL REVENUE, which would be 
Iffinitely Encreaſed, provided Merchants and Mariners 
were Encouraged, who can diſcover ſeveral Places not 
yet Known, or Traded unto, by the Frica» Company. 


| TOGETHER 
With a True Account of their FORTIFICATIONS. 


CE — 


Humbly- Submitted to Their M AFESTIES, and to the 
Confideration of Both Houſes of PARLTAMENT. 
By WILLIAM WIL KINSON Mariner. 


——— 


London, Printed in the Year M. DC. XC. 
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READER. 


HE following Treatiſe is written by a Perſon well Ex- 
erienced in the Aﬀairs of Africa, having, for many 
Tears, f ter thoſe Coaſts, as well the Pareriabunice fo 
the Engliſh , as thoſe which appertain to the' Portugueſe, 
French 4a»d Dutch. And obſerving that Matters are carried 
there ts the Loſs and Diſhonour of the Engliſh Nation , and 
the Rnin of their Trade, 1 thought it my Duty to write ſome- 
thing, wherein I might, in ſome meaſure, ſhew the Zeal I have 
for Their Majeſties Advantage, the Honoar of my Country,end 
the Good of all Engliſh Traders, by repreſenting to the Inge-. 
rious Hyapartial Reader the great Uſtrdiie of the Royal 
Company ti» the management of that Coaſt and Trade, 


Together with the Abuſes tommitted upon the xe and 
Perſons of their Fellow Subjetts, whether conſidered. as 1 raders 
von that Coaſt upon particular Accompts, or as Servants tra: 
ding for the Company. All which I offer as the firſt Eſſay of 
this kind , and I promiſe you, that if this meet with En« 
touragement and Atreptance, I ſhall be induted to wyite a 
econd, wherein I doubt not but to give you all the ſatisfattion 
that can be expetted from ſo ill « Theme, if it be poſſible ts 
pleaſe a Man by reading over to him bis Bills of Lading, after 


TO THE READER. 
' hes convinced that both SHIP and CARGO ove leſt 
at Sea. 

Neither. do I write this to renew Mens Sorrows, but to cau. 
tion all Perſons, by ſhewing them the many Evils perpetrated 
by the Royal Company, 4s wel againſt th'ſe of their Fellow 
Subjetts, ( whom they term Interlopers, and treat worſe thay 
Turks) 45 #p0x their own Servants, all which I have but mo« 
aeftly hinted on, hoping that this may be the laſt of this ſort 
which I may have occaſion to write. | 

If it pleaſe God of his Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to ſhew 
Favour 10 this Nation, by Inſpiring the Minds and Hearts of 
our moſt worthy Patriots now Aſſembled in Parliament gunaer 
our Gracious Sovereign Lord and Lady King WILLIAY and 
Queen MARY, to take off the Edge of this Charter, which, 
for ſeveral Years, hath proved not only 4 Curb, but a Scourge 
zo this Nation, by ruining many good Families, and by aug. 
menting the Numbers of the Fatherlefs and Widows, 

 » And becauſe thoſe who build Houſes, or write Books, lie ex« 
poſed to the Cenſures of all Men, [o T do not expett to eſcape, 
eſpecially from ſuch who deſign this ſmall Treatiſe Labours to 
fruftrate ; and I muſt tell _ that 1 did not deſign it to pleaſe 
them, neither do I care whether they like or diſlike, becauſe | 
ſhould be oth toreceive any Favours from perſons under their 
Circumſtances, but ſhall rejoice if this may give you Precaution, 
and all others who either now have, or for the future may have 
any Dealings with them , recommending to you the Pupil 


Leſſon, | 


Felix.quem faciuat aliena Pericula cautum, 
| Thineit Sincerity for the Publick Good, 


W.W. 
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Diſcovering the INTRIGUES of the 


Guiney Company. 


vour, to the utmoſt of his power , the Honour and 
Welfare of his Country, and to itir up all good Men, 
in this JunQture of. time, to put thereto their helping 
hand, by repreſenting to the Parliameat jointly and leve- 
rally x t Inconveniences which this Nation lietfr 


|| T being every true Exzliſh Man's Concern, to endea« 


under, by the many Violences committed upon their Fel-" 
loweSubjetts in general upon the Coaſt of Africs by the 
Royal Africa» Company. And becauſe I am experienced 
intheir Intrigues,and a Sufferer by their Arbitrary Proceed- 
ings, I will caſt in my Mite with others who have laboured 
under the ſame Oppreſfſion, and drunk of the ſame Cup of 
Afflictions. 6b 
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. Which Company are ſo far from entertaining thoughts of 

' making reſtitution of their former Rapin;that they are now 

upon urging the Parliament by Petition,to confirm to them 

their Charter, that by a National Conſent they may ,con- 

tinue their Violences, under the ſpecious Pretences of great 
Advantages accruing to this Nation. 


Yet I hope that Auguſt Agembly will be well informed 
of the weightineſs of this matter, and conſider the many 
Evils this Charter hath already brought, not only upon the 
Subje&s which have beeti concerned upon! that Coaſt cither 
& Servants tothe Company, or as Traders upon particular 
Accompt, but upon this Nation in general. 


| And firſt having monopolized all the Coaft of 4frics 
from Sally in South Barbary lying in the Latitude of 76 de- 
grees,:40 min,” North, to'C ape de Boxe Eſperanc s, in the La- 
titude of 35 m.5od. South, which, upon a ſtrait Line,makes 
difference of Latitude 72 degrees, 3a- minutes, being 4350 
miles, without reckoning Promontories, Bays, Rivers and 
Creeks, which are the material things herein to be con- © 
fider'd, which will amount. to far more, as ſhall be' more 
amply treated of in the Deſcriptions of the Forts and Dwel- 
ling-Houſes beldnging to the ſaid Company : Which vaſt 
Tratt of Coaſt is lockt up from' none [but the SubjeQts of 
Exelazxd, but, in a manner, free: to all Strangers, as' French, 
+ Dutch, Portugueſes, Danes and Hambarghers, who, to the 
great detriment of this Nation in ſeveral Reſpetts, carry 
che.greateſt part of the Traffick to their reſpective Habita- 
tions, which might come dire&tly for Exgland, it this Incon- 
veniency. were removed, -- 17, 
And this is not all the Evil which we ſuffer by this Char- 


&r,. but the Trade of the ſeveral ManufaQures of the 
ad . + - l nh «4 6 bo . - - " Growth 
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Growth of Exgland is moſt wretchedly impaired, Lands 
underyalued ; and laid 'as it were ers The Mer- 
chant inhanced, the Artificer ruined, the Shipping and Na- 
vigation diſcouraged, the Poor diſtreſſed for want of Em- 
ployment, the Trade - decayed ; and conſequently that 
Branch of the Royal Revenue, whoſe Luſtre depends upon 
the greatneſs of Trade, is viſibly decayed. 1 


Let us deſcend to Particulars, relating to the AQions of 
the Royal Company, and their Agents abroad in 4f7ica, 
who, by vertue of this Charter, oppreſs their Fellow-Subs+ 
jeQs, by taking their Ships, impriſoning and ſtarving their 
Seamen, illegally condemning the- ſaid;Ships and Goods 
without any Jury, and converting thefaid Ships and Goods 
to their own ule. | 7 | 


- To this, add the Injuries committed upon tho:e perſons 
which miſerably fall under-their power, as the breaking 
open their Cheſts, and rifling their Writings, concealing 
and hiding their Books of Accompts, to the end that ſuch 
poor men may for ever be iacapacitated of redrefling the 
Diſorders, or of making up their Accompts with their Em» 
ployers here in. England. If after ſuch Cruelties they eſoape 
with their Lives to retura home, which few do, by reaſon 
of the” barbarous uſage of their perſons by the Agents of 
the Company aforeſaid, who have often deelared, That they 
will ſhew more mercy to 8 TURK, than ta «» INTERLOPER, 
as they term thoſe of+4he King's Subjects which Trade ups 
on the Coaſt of Africa without their Licence, which proves 
the undoing of many a good Subjett, the loſs of many 'good . 
Seamen, and the ruin of many gaod Families in England, 
who were haraſſed with:the hardſhips of Impriſonment,aad 
u__ of Suſtenance, which is ever accompany*'d with Sick- 
nels. | F | 

# 
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To this, add the continual Upbraidings of the Agents, 
that at length, ſinking under their AMiQtions, are forced to 
take up in the Company's Service, to ſhun the Dangers 
which threaten them every way, that is, the want of pre. 
ſent Subſiſtence, and the hardſhips of Impriſonment,whil'ft 
. they refuſe to ſerve the Royal Company. - 


And this is not all the Evil which is cauſed by the Rifling 
of Papers and Journals, and-other Writings, but if duly 
conſidered, is an irreparable Injury to this Nation, by keep- 
ing from our knowledg the Deſcription - of that part of 
the World, which many Ingenious Men labour to do: to 
perfeCtion, along the Coaſt where they Trade, by deſcrib- 
ing with more exaQneſs the Bays, Rivers, Chanels, Creeks, 
and Sands, leading to the ſeveral places of Trade, which 
the Company ſeizing, and hiding from the Publick, may 
be ſaid to put out the Eyes of the Nation, whilſt they 
take the advantage thereof to their own private uſe, whilft 
other Nations Encourage ſuch Perſons to make moſt Nice 
Enquiry, and by this means have the benefit of the Fraf- 
fick, and the honour of planting their Religion, Language; 
and Manners, amongſt them, as it isat this Day all along 
the Coaft of 4frica, where to the Northward, from the 
Caſtle of Arguin in the Ferritories of the Moors, 'to the 
River of Gambiz, they ſpeak moſt Frexch and Dutch; and 
along the-Coaſt of Szeraleans they ſpeak Portugueſe ; and 
Thouſands, by the Induſtry of the Romiſh Prieits, are Bap- 
tized into the Church of Rome, Triumphing intheir Rege- 
. neration by Chriſtian' Names, which they receive gladly at 
their Baptiſm by the Miniftry of the Prieſts aforeſaid, who 
make'ir their:buſineſs ro: come _T wice-in a Year from Cut- 
choe, irvthe River of 'Sx»t2 Dowings, both: by 'Sea.and Land 
to make new Converts in the Northern parts of Africa ; 


and the like i performed by the French Clergy ; ſo that 
7 2 4 whilſt 


7] 

whilſt we by our Nepligence, - and Company Policy, not 
only loſe thele/ ———_ Opportunities our ſelves; bor de- 
ſtroy all the Fellow-Subje&s who labours-to retrieve them ; 
| ſoour Neighbours on the other hand, by their Diligence, 
make a double Advantage, who whilſt the Faftors mind 
the Commerce, their Prieſts and Clergy-Men are aſſuring 
themſelves of the Hearts and Hands -of the Inhabitants, 
who being generally good Geographers;' and Aſtronomers, 
do by their opportunities gain ſuch yaft Experience in the 
true diſcovery of their Ports, that no thing can out-do 
them ; and thus by ingratiating themſelves with the Inha- 
birants, they carry away 'the greateſt part of ' the Traffick 
of the Coaſt, and the Eſteem of the People; and'by this 
means the Traffick is left open to Strangers, 'it not lying in 
the Companies power to hinder any Nation from Trading 
on that Coaſt, by reaſon of the {lenderneſsof their Forts 
and Shipping. ; 008 #507, | 


W hereas if a Free Trade were granted to the SubjeQ, it 
would raiſe a deſire in great Undertakers, and Money*d 
Men, to prepare conſiderable. quantities of - Goods, and 
build many Ships, which by conſequence would encourage 
the Ingenious Artizans to make up ſtore of Manufaftures of 
all forts,and many Thouſands of Poor would be employed, 
which at preſent want Bread ; and Men of deſign would 
be every where ſeeking to improve their Talent. And 
firſt of all, as tothe NanufaQtures of the Growth and Pro- 
du& of Ezg/and, as Cloth, Bays, ' Srys, Perpets, Serges, 
Bridwaters, Iron, Braſs, Copper, Tin, Lead, Glaſs, Felts, 
Shoes, Engliſh Spirits, Knives,. and infinite others, would 
be Daily Exporting, to the, great Encouragement of all 
Men; for:by this means Lands would bear a better Price, 
yea, more Rent; 'and each Man's Induſtry would be upon 
the ſtretch to outdo his Fellow ; and inftead of 1ooo0e /. 
worth of Goods, which are now Exported-in a m_ _ 
| | u 


"X00 ; 

ſhould. have Four times the Quantity |Exported,” which, 

. without all peradventure, would infivitely Increaſe, - ac» 
cording to the-Encouragement given.” | | 


.. And I hope that the Perſons concerned in theſe ſeveral 
ManufaQtures, .and whoſe particular Grievance and Con- 
cern this is, will not be wanting to make their Addreſles to 
their Majeſties, and this prefent Parliament, for a Redreſs 
of theſe Abuſes, they being ſenſibly wronged hereby, and 
particularly the Serge-Workers, who by theſe proceedings 
are debarred the Vent of their ManufaQtures, the Subject 
not daring to Buy,being debarred of the privilege of Tran- 
{porting the {aid Commodities to that part of the World 
which Expends moſt, that is, to. the Coalt of Africa; and 
by this means the Publick Vent of Serges is in-a manner 
loſt, and the-Sale limited by. the Royal Company, who are 
but one joint Stock, and by this means ſcrew up the Tradeſ- 
men to a limited Quantity and Price, Length, Breadth and 
Weight, and allowing bur juſt what they pleaſe for them, 
which many Poor Perſons are obliged to take, though not 
capable of. maintaining theWorkmen; yet for the Cauſes 
aforeſaid, are: by their preſent want of Money obliged to 
take what they can get, to the greatdiſheartning of ſuch 
Undertakers, and the utter Ruin of that once flouriſhing 
Trade. : 
. And: the; ſame Meaſures are to. be taken by thoſe whoſe 
Trade conſiſts in the ManufaQtures of Tron, Tin, Copper, 
&c. whoſe Intereſts jt is to promote the Publick Exporta- 
 tionof thoſe Commodities, being of the Growth and Ma-+ 

nufatture of this Land, anddo lie-under the ſame Circum- 
ſtances as the Serge-Workers:do, they'tbeing -none'of ' the 
leaft 'of | thoſe Members of: that: Spletidid! Body , which 
makes Ezg/«zd famous'for its Corporations, to which ſo 
many Mighty Kings. have been graciouſly pleaſed to _ 
Coda k I 
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Charters, ——_—_—— with many Privileges, whicti 
ftil} ſhew the Refpe& which Men'in former:Ages have had 
for-thoſe Politick Bodies, and who-now oughr:not»ro ſliglir 
the means of their own Preſervation, by:labouring to tree 
themſelves from this Yoke, which is deſtruRtive to them,as 
a Raging Fever-is to a Natural Body, : fnce the old iPro- 
verb ſays, 1920 817 9 5764 BT 23y 7; vn 4d, 


Self Preſervation i in every Creature © 
Eſfteemed a Sacred Policy in Nature, 


Let us now look toward Africa, and.takeia View.of the 
Riches of that place which is undiſcovered to the Merchant, 
and particularly, the boundleſs Woods of Cam, which is a 
Red Wood fit for Dying, the prodigious quantities of dry 
Hides of all forts;: of- Wild and Tame Carrle;' uſeful in: the 
making of Shoes, ' Boots, Trunks, Saddles, ;and Furniture; 
&c. the inexhauſtible Treaſure. of Gold, the vaſt quantities 
of Elephants Teeth, Bees-Wax and Honey, and the inefti- 
mable Riches of Gums, Offtriches-Feathers, and Amber- 
Greaſe, which Commodities -are all- Purchaſed forthe 
Goods of 'the Growth and. Manufa&ure of -Exgland, arid 
are broughe direfly home, which is a double Advantage, 
as well tothe Kingdom, as to the Royal Revenue.” | ; 


Or, If we conſider the Trade of Negro Servants, which 
roves ſo Advantageous to the Weſtern Plantations in the 
feveral Iſlands of Ame7ice, as well as that:-Continent whoſe 
chief Commerce is Sugar, Tobacco, Indico, Ginger, Cot- 
ton, and 'Dying Stuffs, which are the Natural ProduQ of 
this New World,” whoſe Penuty:or Plenty ics indifpenta- 
bly upon the Trade of/ Nezro Servamsfrom' 4frics, which 
the Royal Company manage with more:chan an ordinary 
Slight for their own Advantage; taking Cate that the'Plan-. 
ters ſhall never be furniſhed with Negroe/ſuffficient'ts =» 
URL ow 


fi, : 
low their- Buſineſs with ſatisfaQion., and Impoſing what 


'- Prizes they pleaſe; and doTruſt but Six Months ; for which 


they exa&t fuct-an Intereſt, -- that they in a manner ſw 

away'the profit of their Labours ; ſo that altho? the Plan. 
ter's Induſtry be never-ſo great, yet he ſhall nor be able. to 
effe&t his Deſigns, becauſe his Hands are thus bound by the 
Company ; yet Iam ſure that if the Planters were furniſh- 
ed with Negroes from Africa, Anſwerable to their Induſtry, 
| that Four times the Sugar, Indico, Cottons, &'c. would be 
Imported every Year ; then let every Rational Man judg, 
Tf this would not be infinitely more Advantageous to the 


Kingdomingeneral.' -- _ 


And to ſuch a: herghth is the Pride of this Compan 
grown, that they preſume not only to Oppreſs the Subje 
abroad, but likewiſe to:Lord it bver them here in England, 
by 'Impaſing: 4Q per Cex?. upen: fuch. as! with their Licence 
Trade'to- Africa, as Samnel Shering, and others, now in 
London, can Witneſs, who paid them the Value aforeſaid, 
for a Permiffion ro Trade at Azzo/e, a Place-in Africa, and 
remote from any of their Caſtles and FaQories, and in the 
Portugueſes: Territories, which is beth hurtful ro Traffick; 
and prejudicial to the King's Prerogative and Revenue, it 
being a point. of Religion to pay Tribute to Ce/ar ; but I 
never heard of any Law, or Goſpel, to oblige Men to pay 
Tribute to the 4f7:1545 Company... :. 1/1 | 


«And to this, add ithe Rigorous Proceedings with Poor 
Men who ſerve them in their Voyages to Africe, by Mul&- 
ing them 'for {mall inconſiderable matters brought by them 
from. Geiny,. altho? bought with theit own' private Stocks, 
andicither making them pay-the full Value,of' ſuch Goods in 
England, or detaining the ſaid Goods for their own uſe, as 
Hundzeds of Poor -Seamen- can Atteſt , - which-brings to 
mind that ON and:True Proverb,, _. ' 1. c::; 
Vo. Many 
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Many Commanders never Good did bring, 
Let one be Lord, in Joye's Name one be Kjng, 


Aut Calar, aut Nihil. 


I could dwell longer upon this Subje&, but that I am 
partly ſenſible that thoſe Men whoſe particular Concern 


this is, will repreſen wal 


I will now give youan Account of the Places which t'1e 
Royal Company have not, as well as what they pretend to 
have, along the Coaſt of Africa, their Patent allowing 
them from Sal in South-Barbary, to Cape de Bona Eſperan- 
ca; and now let us ſee if they Occupy this Coaſt. 


And we ſhall find by Experience, that from Sfj all along 
the Moors Coalt , that they have not the leaſt Commerce 
until they come into the River of Gambia, where they have 
a Caſtle of about Twenty Six Guns, and in Factors and 
Soldiers ſometimes Thirty Men, and often leſſer ; and up- 
on Enquiry we ſhall find the Frexch have taken Poſſefſion 
of all that Coaſt, having a Caſtle at 4rgsiz, in the Terri- 
tories of the Moors, where they Lade Two Ships Yearly 
with a Thouſand Tun of Gum-Arabick, and many Cheſts 
of ſumptuous Plumes of Oftrich-Feathers, and White 


 Herrons, of. great Value, and much Amber-Greace. 


The next Poſt is that of St. Lois, in the Mouth of Se- 
zega, Where the French Trade for One Thouſand Negroes 
Yearly, much Teeth; Feathers, and Gold, without the 
Company daring to peep into that River. 


The Third Fort of the French, is that of Gorey, in the 


South of the Promontory called Cape de Verd, on the Bovr- 
oy C vp boſin, 
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boſin, and Jello/f-Coaſt, where they Trade along that ſhoar, 
- even above the Exzliſb Fortin the River of Ganbia, and in 
deſpight of the ſaid Fort have Planted a FaQtory at a Place 
called Grege, in the Kingdom of Sargrigoe, where they 
Trade rather more than the Engliſh do, for Teeth, Wax, 
Gold, Slaves, and Hides, the Ezg//{ not daring to gain- 
ſay them. BEET | 


EaEINSSIISIASED tc French have ſet- 
tled another great Factory in the Kingdom of Barrow, with- 


in ſhot of the Exg/iſþ Guns, and do Trade Daily aſhoar, 
and aboard, in the very Town of Gz/lefree jointly, and in 
preſence of the Ezxgl/iſh, without reſiſtance, who come 
with their Merchant Ships to an Anchor before their Houſe 
at Abadare, without fſaluting the Union Flag on the Exe- 
liſh Fort. The ſpace of the Coaſt thus feized by the Freach 
being One Thouſand Three Hundred Miles. 


Neither is this all the Diſgrace, but, in the Year 1687, 
Azderſon the Pirat went into the River of Gambia in a ſmall 
Pink of Seven or Eight Iron Guns, and came to an Anchor 
there, which put the Government into ſuch a Conſternat!i- 
on, that they durſt not refuſe lis Viſit in the Royal Fort, 
where the ſaid Pirat fitted himſelf with Necefſaries for the 
carrying on of his Piracies, where he diſpoſed of much 
Riches which he had Plundered of the Iſlands of the Cape 
de Verd, where after he had received intelligence of a 
French Ship Trading to Leeward in the River of Santo Do- 
-ingo, he went and took her, and with her returned to 
Gambia to the Companies Agent, Alexander Cleeve, to 
whom he gave the Old Pink, and ſome Rigging, ( you 
may judg for what, ) wherewith he committed fo many 
Outrages upon the Habitations and Ships of {ach as he 
could overpower, and at his leiſure went his way, to the 
everlaſting Diſcredit of the Union Flag, which hung up- 

| | , ON 


— 
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on the Fort, Bluſhing to be made the Patron of the Mortal 
Enemy of Mankind, and Vermin of the Sea, _ 


The ſaid Azderſox Cruiſing along the Leeward Coaſt met 
the H-ary and William of Londoy, whom he uſed as he 
pleaſed, and diſcourſed with the Commander William W:1- 
kinſon, Son of Captain Hexry Wilkinſoi, concerning his 
Reception. in Gambia, as the ſaid Commander, new. in 
London, and ſeveral others, can Atteſt, | 


| Thus you may ſee that the Frexch and Pirats put what 
Compliment they pleaſe upon the Royal Companies Forts ; 
let us now ſhew you in what Credit the Fort of Gamba is 
with the Inhabitants the Negroes of Gambia. 


It hapned that in the time of the late Agent, Alexander 
Cleve, the Crown of the Kingdom of - Barrow was in diſ- 
pute by Two of the Nobility, when the ſaid Agent inter 
medling, gave Succors to Geznow Sunco, whoſe Right to 
the Crown I will not diſpute, and ſoon ſettled him in the 
Throne ; but after a little time, being puft up with Succeſ- 
ſes, the ſaid Agent let {lip' ſome opprobrious Language, 
complaining that the King did not keep his Word, which 
Diſcourſe being carried to the King's Ear, he aroſe from 
his place to come and Commune with the ſaid Agent con- 
cerning this matter, and coming to the 'Town of Fillefree, 
ſent the Agent word that he was coming to ſpeak with 
him, but the Agent returned Anſwer by the Alcade, That 
if the Kjng would ſpeak with him, he ſhould make haſte, for he 
world depart with the next High-Water., At which time the 
King ſaid, I will go, ſince my Maſter Commands ; and fo 
went to the Agent's Palliſ{adoes, ' and there fat down at the 
foot of a great Tree to wait his Maſter Cleeve*s.approach, 
who was no ſooner come into the King's Preſence, but with 
a great deal of Impudence ſaid, How zow 0/14 GENNOW, 
how # it ? G1 - But 
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But one of the Grandees, by Name Samba/ama, Taught 
him better Manners, - by reaching him a Box on the Ear 
which beat off his Hat, - and a few Thumps on the Back, 
and ſeizing him, diſarmed him, together with the reſt of 
his Attendance, amongſt which was Benedidt Stafford Com- 
mander of the Margaret, now in London, ( who made his 
eſcape, and fled like a Luſty Fellow to his Ship, ) and W/- 
liam Bramble Commander of the Coaſter, now in Londos, 
and ſeveral others, who together with the Agent were ta- 
ken, and put in the King of Barrow's Pound, and ſtayed 
there Three or Four Days uatit their Ranſom was brought, 
Value Five Hundred Bars, which at Six Shillings.per Bar, a- 
mounts to a Hundred and Fifty Pound, and then they were 
releaſed, and ſwallowing the Afﬀronr, ſat himſelf down con- 
tent, not knowing how to help it, altho? this Town hes 
within ſhot of the Guns of the Fort. Pardon this Digreſf- 
fion, which only ſerves for Diverſion. 


We will now ſpeak of the Forts and Dwelling-places 
which the Royal Company pretend to have on the Coaſt of 
Africa, and T will begin with that of James I/axd in the 
River of Gambia, which is the firſt Fort they have on the 
Coaſt of Africa. The Walls about 12 Foot high, having 4 
Flankers to the 4 Winds, whereof thoſe to the North and 
Weſt are kept in good order, having 6 Guns apiece mount- 
ed ; the other two ſeldom in order, and between Factors 


and Soldiers 40-men. 


They have hkewiſe two Platforms of 6 Guns —_ late- 
ly repaired, but unfit for ſervice, there being; no ſhelter for 
thoſe men-which play thoſe Guns,they being expoſed to the 
Enemy. » | 


Freſh 
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Freſh Proviſions, Wood or Water they have none, but 
what is daily brought from the Continent, which the Ne- 
groes hinder them when they pleaſe ; ſo that this is all the 
Fortification or Footing which the Company have in all 
this Trackt of Coaſt from Saly to Gembia,by Computation 
1200 miles. 


— 


From Gambia to Siera Leona, is about 360 miles, where 
they have a ſorry Houſe, with 12 men, and ſometimes not 
eight ; and 14 or 16 Guns laid without any manner of Art, 
but open to the Enemy. | | 


From Szera Leona to Sherbro, is about 36 miles, where 
they have a ſmall Houſe without any Guns, and 4 or 5 
men. | 


From Sherbrs till you come to Swccunde, they have not 
the leaſt Footing, which is about 740 miles. 


At Succunde they have a ſmall Houſe of Thatch with 2 
men, and no Guns. F171 L 

From S«ccunde to Comendo, is 18 miles ; they have there 
a Thatcht Hovil with 3 men, and no Guns, - 


From Comenado to Cape Coars,is 20 miles, where they have 
a Caſtle, with about 40 Guns mounted, and about 100 Sol- 
diers: But the Engliſh have not had it above years, for 
it was taken from the Dutch by Sir Robert Holmes. - The 
Datch loſt this Fort for want of men to defend it, havin 
loſt their men by Sickneſs,and the Mortality which ha 
amongſt them that year. But chiefly by the help of the 
Danes, and the Natives, under whoſe proteftion the Page 


= 
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landed their Guns and men, which cauſed the Surrender of 


that place ; But Admiral Sroaks the foregoing Year' having 
been before it; and the Natives at that time not inclined to 
favour the Eyeliſh, they returned Re Infef#s. By which it 
appears. that the Natives are the beſt Bulwark to defend 
avy: Hold the Exgliſh have upon thoſe Coaſts ; and for want 
of the Natives good will, Cormanteen Caſtle was taken by 
the Dutch in the Year 1664, and they have it in poſſeſſion 
to this day, 


\ From Cape Coars, to Anamabo , where they have lately 
built a ſmall Fort of 6 or 8 Guns, and 10 or 12 men, and is 
from Cape Coars 12 miles. | 


From Anamabo to Agah, where they have a ſmall Fort 
with 6 or 8 men, and is about one mile diſtant. 


From Az 4h to Acra, where they have a ſmall Fort with 
16 Guns, and about 20:men ; the Dutch having a. better 
Fort, and more Guns in the ſame Town, and within Mul- 
quet Shot ; and as well here, as all the Coaſt along, can 
command'ithe E»giyh Force: - And?tis manifeltthe Engl;/b 
Security is founded in the Intereſt they have with the Na- 
twes, who will not ſuffer the D«tch to interrupt them, their 
Policy teaching -them to [invite' all Natioris to come and 
Trade freely with them, cauſing ſuch: as have any Forts or 
FaCtories amongſt rhem,to keep at peace one with another. 
The Daxes —_ is-a-'good Inſtance of this, whoſe 
Caſtle may at.any time be taken by tlkk D«tch from Caſtle 
de Mina, buyxthe Natives will not ſuffer it to be done, theſe 


places being. giftent. about 79 miles. 
2:1980 1 bnoob- 02. fore jo 30690 I. 7 
i. From Mrs, to Paps, and {io to Ardeb,, where they bave a 


thatche Houſe, and 2 white Men, is about 200 miles. 


| *3»%.3 4 ©, g 4 s & F « * : EY as E , p ” 
ry 2 
] From 
| 3 : Lt 
- cs CT 2 


®, sf & «£3 v3 


(15) 


From Ard«h to Biniz is about r20 miles, where they have 
a thatchrt Houſe, and about 5 men, LIEN 


From Biniz to the furtheſt part that they have any Trade 
to, but no Footing Houſe or Caſtle, being the Riyers of 
Comg0 and Leongo, and is about goo miles. CO rn 


And fo to Angola, a Portugueſe City, and all the Coaft as 
far as Cape Bona Eſperanca, which they have included 1a 
their Patent, not having Fort or Houſe, or any Footing or 


Trade, being 1600 miles. 


Thus you ſee how the vaſt rich Coaſt of Africa is ma- 
naged by the Royal Company,who, in effect, do not _ 
300 Leagues themſelves, and, at beſt, do but go halts wit 
the French in that which they feem to have. , ' And this is 
evident enough, for notwithſtanding their Fort of Gambia, 
the French not only Trade in that River, but likewiſe hin- 
der the Company from Trading in the River's Mouth, wit- 
neſs Temes Fobſon now in London, who was ſent by Agent 
John Coſte in the year 1680, or $1, to'trade with the Com. 
panies Sloop' with a Cargo fitted for the Coaſt of Jualy, 
and Potuaaly, was taken by a French Ship of 10 or 12 Guns, 
and carried up to Gorey, and there defained Priſoner for the 
ſpace of'-42 days or more, it not" being-in the power of the 
Ezzliſh to demand their Liberty, to the diſcredit of the Na- 
tion, ang ruin of Trade. 


Again, Benedil# Stafford,the following Yeax,being by the 
famie Agent commanded to ' go and trade upon _the Coaſt 
aforeſaid, ( at Portudaly, which is the- River's Mouth of 
Gambia ) was taken by the French, and carried up to Gorey, 


and detained during their Agent's pleaſure, | 
Again, 
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_. Again, in the Year 168}. a Sloop, commanded by Sexuel 
Lee, called the Mary, was ſent to Trade by the Companies 
Agent 4. C. which the Frezch having Notice of, weat in 
ſearch of rhe ſaid Sloop, and having found her in the River 
of Geba, ſet upon her with their Long-boat only, and a few 
{mall Arms. _ | 


In the Conflit the Commander was ſhot in the Shoul. 
der, and in the Belly, and one or two of the men killed, and 
the Surgeon and ſome others taken and carried aboard the 
French Ship, Monſieur /s Fozte Commander, togerher with 
the Sloop aforeſaid. * 


f. Someof the Seamen and the FaMor fled overboard into 
the Mangroves, and made their-Eſcape to the Negroes, who 
Robbed them of what: they brought aſhore with them, 
and bound the Slaves, letting the Freemen depart, to carry 
to Gambia the direful News ot their Defear. 


In Fine, the French have ſo peſtred thoſe Northers parts, 
that the E-gliſh are in_ coatinual apprehenſions of loſing 
their Royal Fort of Gemb/4, and not without ſome rea- 
fon; for the French are always better provided of Men, 
Ammunitionand Arms than they are, and not able to make 
any confiderable Reſiffance, did they not depend on the 
friendſhip and affiſtance of the Negroes. 


By this time I hope the Parliament will-be undeceived 
by the Pretences wherewith the Royal Company endea- 


vour to Lull the Nation aſleep, by ſuggeſting ſtrange things 
of their Force in Africe. FEA Sa 
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Let us now ſpeak ſomething of the great Charge which 
they prerend they are at in keeping their Forts, and herein 
you ſhall ſee with what Injuftice the Royal Company As 
towards their own Servants, and this is worth your Obſer- 
vation. h 


It is g2nerally believed, that the Royal Company do al- 
low to every Soldier Twenty Shillings, and to every Sea- 
man Twenty Seven, or Twenty Eight Shillings, which is 
a moſt notorious Untruth, for altho* they promiſe as afore- 
ſaid, yet it is moſt certain that the Wages paid Men in 4- 
Frica will not amount to above Five Shillings and Nine 
Pence, or Six Shillings at moft, for Tweaty Shillings ſter- 
ling, Pro- razo, that is, according to the Prizes of Goods 
between LONDON and GUITNET, vis. 


LONDOXMN. 
One Blew Shirt Value Two Shillings and Eight Pence: 
One Pair of Shoes Value Two Shillings and Nine Pence. 


One Quart of Ezglifh Spirits Value Four Pence. 
Which in all comes to Five Shillings and Nine Pence. 


4 FRICEW 
One Blew Shirt Value Nine Shillings. 
One Pair of Shoes Value Nine Shillings: 


One Quart of Ezgliſb Spirits Value Two Shillings. 
Which 1n all comes to Twenty Shillings. 


D Now 
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Now let any Rational Man judg what Expences the 
' Company are at to keep Seven Houſes and Four Forts with 
leſs than Two Hundred Men, which they pay off at leſſer 
Rates than the Bankrupts in Lodo» Compound with. their 
Creditors, and what ſecurity they can propoſe in this their 
Weakneſs from ſo powerful a Rival as their Neighbours 
the French are ; af x: nothing of the Dutch, Portugneſes, 
and other? Nations, which go ſnacks with them for the 
Trade of thoſe parts ; and what pity it is that a Coaſt of 
about Five Thouſand Three Hundred Miles ſhould be thus 
flighted and kept under by the Company, who are'not able 
to manage one Quarter thereof themſelves, it being im- 
poſſible to furniſh that Trade with ſo limited a Stock as 
One Hundred Thouſand Pound ſterling per Annum, when 
as if the matter were regulated, as 15 done by the Toarkey 
Company, the Trade of A4frica would conſume Six times 
the quantity of Goods. 


And this is for to warn all Seamen and Soldiers for the 
future, ro be: wary. how they ſutter themſelves to be thus 
Chouz'd by the Royal Company, by going to Serve them 
in Africa, who before they admit any Perſon into: that Ser- 
vice, Impoſe on them an Oath, which is in no wiſe laws 
ful, nor rezſonable, but ſerves only for a Snare to ſuch as 
take it, for that no Mar yet ever kept it Inviolated. 


To this add the many Caſualties which befall Men on 
t1atCoaſt,caus'd by the violentHeats occafion*d by the near 
NeighEourhood of the Sun, whoſe greateſt Declination is 
Twenty Three Degrees, Thirty Minutes, either to the 
Northward, orSbuthward, of the EquinoRial ; the Peftt- 
lent Air of . that [Iricuttivared.and. Woody. Continent, the 


heavy Rains, and the Vexatious Troops of reſtleſs Muf- 
| — wa fo kitoes 
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_ which at every Sting draw Blood , and devour Men 
ve. role nd 1 


And that which is worſe, the bad Uſage of the Compa- 
nies Agents, the continual Drinking of Water, with the 
lack of Bread, which is the Staff of Life. In fine, a con- 
tinual Scene of Miſeries of all ſorts, that a Man muſt be 
both Senſelefs and void of Underſtanding, that will refuſe 
an Employ at home in the Service of his King and Coun- 
try, where, whilſt he liveth, he enjoyeth the freedom of 
n:s Mind and Conſcience, the Fellowſhip of his Friends 
and Reiations. 


And if he Dieth, he ſhall be ſure to obtain Immortal Ho- 
nour, and Eternize his Name, by Sacrifieing his Life and 
Fortune to the Service of his King, his Country, and his 
Religion ; whereas if he goes to Serve the Royal Company 
in Africa, ( from whence not one of Ten returneth, ) he 
ſhall Periſh miſerably in the Land of Negro Infidels, with- 
out ſo much as Chriftian Burial for their Dead Corps, or 
_— Subſtance ſecured for their ſurviving 
Friends. 


It may be ObjeCtcd by the Curious, 


That it is of danger ous Conſequence to go to Aﬀrica in any 
wiſe, and that theſe Dangers and Inconveniencies are not to 
be Remedied. 


To which I Anſwer, 


That what has been ſaid here, is in relation to the Compa- 
nies Service, and the Haraſhip Impos'd upon Men by the in« 
ſatiable Avarice of the Company, and their Agents. 

FS.  - EY 
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But as for thoſe who Ship themſelves on Merchant-ſhips 
which Trade upon that Coaſt upen particular account, 
have ſuch Proviſion made by the Induſtrious Commanders, 
that nothing is wanting to them, and inſtead of Drinking 
Water, they have either Beer, or Punch, and that at ſuch 
reaſonable Rates, that all Men may allow themſelves that 
which is Neceſſary, and inſtead of Boiled Corn, Proviſion 


is made of. good Bread. 


To this add the Brotherly Care which ſuch Men have 
of their Seamens ſafety for the good of the Voyage, for 
that the loſs of the Men is the overthrow of the Voyage ; 
and withal, the Air at Sea is far more Healthy than that 
of the Fenny and Mooriſh Grounds aſhoar, and many 
more Adyantages are found in the Service of private 
Traders, than that of tne Company, for the Reaſons 


aforeſaid. 


I am unwilling to trouble you with any particulars of. 
the Baſeneſs of the Companies Agents in their Dealings, 
' and therefore I ſhall not inſiſt thereon in this Treatiſe, 
but ſhall repreſent unto you the ſtrange overſight where+ 
of the Royal Company are indiſpenſibly culpable in their 
remiſneſs 1n the great concern of the Souls of ſuch who re- 
ſide in their Forts, and in Africa. 


It is Obſervable that the Negroes have their Bicherixs, 
or Prieſts, diſtinguiſhed by the Names of 

* Dignity of Fogeh and Moreh, the * Fodeh, or High- 
a Biſhop. Prieſts, have the reſpeCt of all Men, being 
Admired for their Sobriety and Goodneſs 

of Life ; the other ſort, called Morch, are inferiour 
Prieſts who have not arrived to that Auſterity and Mor- 
tification 
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tification which the former have done, and. theſe go about 

the ſeveral Kingdoms Inſtructing Youth, and Praying 

with the People, 'and Healing the Sick, ſome by vertue of 

Simples, and others by Charms and Fetiſhes, s 
They Pray Five times in the Natural Day, and Waſh as 

often. | | 


They Addreſs themſelves for the moſt part to the great 
Prophet Mihomet, with their Faces turned toward the Hq- 
ly Houle at Mecca. 


They Kill Sacrifices to ſome unknown and invitible Die- 
ty, whom they call in their Tongue Dez, and ſometimes 
Alla, and are very Devout in their way , abſtaining from 
Wine and Hogs-fleſh. | 


The Portugneſes and French have their Prieſts and Al- 
moners in moſt of their Fort: and FaQories, which of- 
ten go abut to Preach and Pray to thoſe of their Re-+ 
ligion, 


But for the ſpace of Twelve or Fourteen Years praQtice 
which I have had upon the Exgi;ſb Coaſt, I never ſaw an 
Exeliſh Miniſter there, except two, one at Cape Coaſt, and 
one at Acra, which gives great occaſion of Scandal, not on- 
ly to the Gextiles and old He-athens, but to the few Chri= 
ftians which reſide there, who call the Ezglih CAFRE, 
which is to ſay, MEN WHICH KR NOW NOT 
G 0 D. ; 


The Portugueſe term them DESALMADAS ENGLE- 
SES, which is to ſay, SOUL-LESS ENGLISH. 


Which 
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Which Diſcourſe is occationed by the ſmall fhew of 
RELIGION, and thelittle Reſpett which thoſe Exg!i/h 
there have for the Clergy. | | 


And indeed "tis dreadful, to ſee in moſt of their Caſtles 
. and Houſes dying Men, for want of a ſpiritual Guide, lie 
ſwearing and damning out their laſt Breath, and, perhaps, 
their Fellow Mortals drinking and ſwearing, as it ofiea 
hapneth in their reſpiring prelence. 


Undoubtedly the Royal Company cannot be ignorant 
of this Defe& ; but becauſe I have been ſome time con- 
verſant with the Companies Agents and Servants in 
thoſe Parts, I can the better tell you the Reaſon of this 


Negled& : 
- And firit of all as to the Royal Company, who are un- 


willing -to allow their Forts and Ships five or ſix Faithful 
Mainifters of the Church and Goſpel of Chriſt, a ſmall Pen- 
ſion of Eighty, or One hundred pounds-per Annum each, 
to go and ſeek to reform and conform thoſe peor Souls to 
the-forſaken true way of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and 
by the way to labour the Converſion of the poor Heathen, 
fo bring them from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. | 


. Moreover, their Agents are ſenſible, That if Men of ho- 
ly Life, and found. Dottrin ſhould reſide amongſt them, that 
uch good Men would take notice of their now uncontroll'd 
Actions, and would be able to inform their Betters of their 


Arbitrary Proceedings. 


And 
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And that you may not be altogether a Stranger to the 
Genizs of thoſe Agents, I will relate ( tho? contrary to 
promiſe ) what I heard an Agent of Gazb/2 ſay in the 
Year 1681, who was ſolicited by the FaCtors and Maſters of 
Ships, Reſident there to the Royal Company, for a Clergy- 
man, that they might have the benefit of his good Conver- 


ſation, 


The {aid Azent anſwered : © 


. » Dam 'em, I hate the fulſom Company of thoſe. impertinent 
Fellows, who, perhaps, are in effett, no better than 
Butchers or Taylors Sons, yet value themſelves upon 
their Habit and Order , that they expect the whole 
Reſpeit of the Fort ſhould be paid to their Per- 


ſons, | 


And befides, I love my Liberty to be merry with whom and 
when 1 will, which IT cannot have, where theſe Inſipid 


_ Fellows ' are. | 


Thus you ſee what Credit RELIGION hath in thoſe 
Parts, even with thoſe who by their Place and Authority 
ought to countenance and encourage it in their Govern=- 
ment, they themſelves proving the chief Deſpiſers of it ; 
And then no Wonder if all Men under their Government 
let looſe the Reins to all ſorts of Vice and Debauchery, 


ſince the old Proverb fays, | 


Regis ad Exemplum totus componitur Orbis =— 


But 
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- 'But-I call to mind my Promiſe, not to. trouble you' with 
the Extravagancies of the Companies Agents, in reference 
to 


. Their Exorbitancies in all manner of "Uncleanneſs. 
Their Exadtions on poor Seamen and Soldiers, 


Their falſe Weights aud Meaſures, 


Their Sophiſtications of \the Companies Goods, and over-ras - 
tins of them. | | 


"Their Intercepting of Letters. 


Their Concealing of dead Mens Remains, and hiding their 
Books, 


For which, Thope to. hear ſome Tryals in G#//d4hal/ ere 
long, together with a few of the Companies Exploits ated 
upon their Fellow-SubjeQts by the King's Ships,at the Coſt 
of the whole Nation, which, for the Future, Ihope will ſee 
their Mony better diſpoſed of, than to arm Men of War to 
ruin'themſelves, as may appear by the:Lift of Men of War 
lent the Royal Company in the two laſt Reigns.( as may be 
ſeen in the Court of Admiralty:)-to:tlie! Coaſt of. Guizey 
and Barbadves, and of the barbarous Uſage ſhewed to their 
Fellow Subjefts when taken by them, and the'loſs of their 
Friends and Relations, all. which I ſhall in my next amply 


Treat of. 


It 
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It now remains that. I-ſpeak a. Word or -Two,.' by 
way of Advertiſement, to ſuch Perſons whoſe Unhap- 
py Stars drive them to ſuch Neſpair, that. they volun- 
tarily put themſelves into the Jaws of Death , think: 
ing-to get Life, or think to grow Rich by Baniſhing 
themſelves from the: Fountain of Riches. - Wo 


From the Society.of CHRISTIANS, to that of 


 HEATHENS. 


From that of MEN, to thatof BRUTES, 7 Y 
worſe than Brutes, 


Since Brutes follow Inftin&t of Nature, but Perverſe 
Man will not follow the DiQates of Reaſon, how Advan- 
tageous ſoever to him, or Excellent 1n 1t ſelf. 


- Conſider I pray what has been faid in this ſhort Trea- 
tiſe, wherein the Truth hath been ſaid without Prejudice, 
only deſigning to ſerve his Country. 


And withal to ſhew the World how far the Royal Com«- 
pany are from being what they pretend to- be. - 


What Inconveniencies they by their Charter bring upon - 
this Nation, CE 2990 


What Opportunities and Advantages they give the - 
French, and other Nations, to our own Ruin. 


In Reference to our ManufaQures,” Navigation; loſs of 
Soldiers and Seamen; Ruining of Traders which Trade to 
the.Coaſt of Africe, :and Weſt Iniies, tlie Impairing of the 

K+. QA Royalt ; 


oyal Revenue, the Diſcredit of our Nation, and the 

:andal of our Proteſtant Religion, to the great Diſho. 
nour of God, and Sorrow of all good Men, which if they 
eons to be a Company, inall likelihood, ' will grow 
worle. 


But as have laid this Foundation, in repreſenting theſe 
Diſorders, I hope God of his Mercy will tavour this Nati- 
on, by putting'into the Hearts of our Gracious King M1. 
Lam and Queen Mary, together with the pre en: Parlia- 
ment now, Aflembled, like another St. G-orge , to Deteat 
this 4/rirzu Monſter , © or like an other 4lexander, . to Cut 
in pieces with his Viftorious yword this Enchan.ed Gordi- 
an-Knot, ter the good of thele Nations. 


y + 
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Page 3. Line the 34, for Inhaxced, read Reduced. Page 
13. Line21. for 10 Guns, read 40, 


